60                          Illustrative Extracts                      PART

adventitious and artificial civilization of Rome ; and although
it would be absurd to regard the general view as drawn
intentionally for the purpose of contrast, such an influence
would necessarily affect the exactness and proportion of the
drawing. In particular it may be remarked that the force of
the tie of kindred appears in our own early English laws more
prominently than in this picture ; but this is a mark of a state
of society less artificially organized than that of the ' Germania'.
As it is not to be supposed that the Germans were in a retro-
grade state from the second century to the sixth, we are left to
infer that the completeness of Tacitus's outline applies only to
the most advanced tribes, or owes something to the defining
genius of the historian. It might moreover be difficult to blend
into a single picture all that Tacitus tells us of 'the use of
royalty and nobility with the conciliar structure of the tribal
polity, or with what we know of the condition of the Saxons
in these respects some centuries later : it is possible that he
has combined into one sketch features characteristic of different
tribes or of different stages of development. But if this be so,
it only renders the outline more readily applicable, and places it
in closer connexion with later history. That is, we have in it
a general view of the ideal of the Teutonic system; in which,
it may be, all parts thus described did not exist contempora-
neously in this exact proportion, but which is approximately
applicable to it at every stage of its early development.

CORN. TACITI, DC Situ, Sloribus et Populis Germaniae (ed.
Furneaux, Oxford, 1894), c. 2. Ipsos Germanos indigenas
crediderim, minimeque aliarum gentium adventibus et hospitiis
mixtos. . . .

Ib. c. 2. Celebrant carminibus antiquis quod unum apud illos
memoriae et annalium genus est, Tuistonem deum terra editum,
et^nliurn Mannum, originem gentis conditoresque. Manno tres
filios assignant, e quorum nominibus proximi Oceano Ingae-
vones, medii Herminones, ceteri Istaevones vocentur. . . .
Germaniae vocabulum recens et nuper additum. . . .

Ib. c. 4.    Ipse eorum opinionibus accedo qui Germaniae